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what  was his  inward   history,   and   how  his
opinions formed themselves.     He was,  as we
have seen already, born in a cathedral town,
and the first fifteen years of his life were passed
almost under the shadow of the cathedral towers.
Nor was this an outward fact only ; it corre-
sponded in his case, as we shall see was natural,
to an inward one.    Those were the palmy days
of the Anglican or High Church party.    It was
then  a  real  power  in   the  English  world of
thought ; much of the intellect of the country
was attached  to it; and at Exeter especially,
under the celebrated Henry Phillpotts, its  in-
fluence over many minds could hardly fail to be
prevalent.     In   Clifford's   case   this   influence
seems to have been heightened by every circum-
stance.    His  father, in  his  business  capacity,
dealt largely in devotional books and bibles ;
and his high character and his superior position
thus specially connected him with the ecclesias-
tical body.     He was,  indeed, pre-eminently a
churchman's  bookseller.     At  the  back  of his
shop, under a glass case, stood a model of the
west front of the cathedral,  exquisitely carved
in rush pith, the work of one of his own family,
and regarded with a double reverence, both for *